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Clinical Image 

A 29-year-old man presented for a skin examination and noted development of new, tender nodules within a congenital birthmark 

on his upper back. Physical examination demonstrated a 14 by 12 cm homogenous blue patch, with numerous central brown 

macules coalescing into patches with scattered blue-black thin papules within. The largest was a 1 cm blue-black plaque on the 

left lateral edge of the lesion. A shave biopsy of the tender lesion showed a giant congenital melanocytic proliferation with 

features of Masson’s neuronevus. Given ongoing clinical suspicion for malignancy, two subsequent punch biopsies of additional 

nodules were performed, which showed similar findings with features overlapping those of an epithelioid blue nevus. 
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Giant congenital melanocytic nevi are a recognized risk factor for melanoma, with estimated lifetime risk ranging from 5-40% 

[1]. In this patient, the emergence of new nodules and evolving pigmentation raised clinical suspicion for malignant 

transformation. However, histopathologic evaluation confirmed a benign melanocytic process. The lesion remained stable and 

asymptomatic on follow-up. 

This image underscores the diagnostic challenge posed by evolving lesions in giant congenital melanocytic nevi and highlights 

the critical role of biopsy in distinguishing benign proliferative nodules from melanoma in this high-risk population. 
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